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Chief Strachan's Weekly Update
Early last week, Officer Derek Ejde was dispatched to a residence in East
Bremerton for a violation of a court-issued Order for Protection. We have
responded to nine, count 'em, nine, separate reports of this violation by this person
since March of last year. All were reported from the same address and all involved
domestic violence against this man's mother. Officer Allan McComas had served
the man with a new court order earlier in the day, and the man's response to this
Judge's order was to return to the residence and violate the order. Officer Ejde
quickly arrested the man, and asked for his name. The man gave the name John
R. Freedom. The officer saw through this diabolical subterfuge and took him to jail
for the umpteenth time, charged with the order violation and making a false or
misleading statement to a public servant. As the officer noted, however, "John R.
Freedom" was one of the better false names we have been given in some time. 
 
Later in the week, a man went to the Emergency Room for treatment. His
girlfriend showed up a short time later to provide emotional support. While in the
exam room, the girlfriend picked up the man's phone and began to look through it.
You can likely predict where this is going. Yes, there were inappropriate photos on
the phone - of someone else. This caused the girlfriend to become somewhat
upset. Within a short time, the man's IV had been removed and the woman was
striking the man repeatedly, all while in the ER exam room. The man then
"discharged" himself and left the hospital. When Officers arrived the girlfriend was
not in the mood to be cooperative. Charges are pending.
 
Here is another example of the type of volatile calls to which our officers respond.
Late last week, there was an "all hands on deck" priority incident where numerous
calls came into 9-1-1 reporting a large fight involving a knife. Officers arrived to a
chaotic scene with none of the participants following lawful orders to stop what
they were doing. When enough officers arrived, we were able to detain the two
most boisterous participants and speak to everyone else. Turns out it was a large
family dispute that started out as a verbal argument between one of the family's
adult daughters and her husband. The dispute spilled outside into the street and
the patriarch of the family stepped in the middle of it. As we were investigating the
incident, several more family members who had been called on cell phones
started showing up. As the Sergeant noted, "all officers on scene maintained their
composure and by a thorough explanation of our obligations under the law, mixed
in with a dash of professionalism, and a pinch of courtesy, we were able to
prevent any further drama." He noted that the officers even got a few "thank yous"
even though one member of the family had to be arrested. The current public
narrative is that officers don't know how to de-escalate - the truth is we do it all
day, every day. 
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Officer Michelle Griesheimer likely saved a life this week when officers were called
to an east side residence for a person attempting to hang themselves. The caller
was a family member who left the house to call 9-1-1. As officers approached the
house, Officer Griesheimer heard choking sounds from inside the garage. She
and others raced inside to find the man on the floor, with a strap around his neck
that had been fastened to a ceiling rafter. He was treated and taken into protective
custody against his wishes, and transported to the hospital for an evaluation.
 
This past weekend law enforcement officers from our area responded to a triple
homicide near Seabeck, an officer involved shooting in the south end of the
county, a deceased person who was found here in our city, and many attended
the funeral for Firefighter Jimmy Hendryx from the Bremerton Fire Dept. The
families affected by all of these events are in our thoughts this week. Meanwhile,
officers in the King County area were trying to balance the right to protest with
protection of private property and the rule of law. As controversy and strong
feelings about changes coming from the new administration ramp up, once again
law enforcement officers are in the middle of it. Meanwhile, we are simultaneously
handling the high-profile cases and ongoing issues with people suffering from
mental illness. I mention this just to set the context and let you know again that
this profession gets more complex and challenging every day. Please keep our
officers, deputies, firefighters, emergency communicators, and emergency
medical providers in your thoughts this week. Let's also hope for a quieter week.
 
Work Hard - Have Fun - Stay Safe

Steven D. Strachan, Chief
Bremerton Police Department
1025 Burwell Street 
Bremerton, WA 98337
Steven.Strachan@ci.bremerton.wa.us

360-473-5224
Fax: 360-473-5890
Assistant: Barbara Forbes
Barbara.Forbes@ci.bremerton.wa.us

Headquarters

1025 Burwell Street
Bremerton, WA 98337

(360) 473-5220
 www.BremertonWA.gov

BPD Staff Directory

OFFICERS
Beau Ayers

Spencer Berntsen
John Bogen

Dana Clevenger
Joseph Corey
Jennifer Corn
Kenny Davis
Cory Ditmer

Trevor Donnelly
Derek Ejde
Jordan Ejde

Christopher Faidley
Steven Forbragd
Martin Garland

Alexander George
Brandon Greenhill

Michelle Griesheimer
Bryan Hall

Rodney Harker
David Hughes

Jeffrey Inklebarger
Kent Mayfield

Allan McComas
Michael Nelson
William Prouse
Johnny Rivera
Frank Shaw

Josh Stottlemyer
Matthew Strombach

Jacob Switzer
Matthew Thuring
John VanSantford

PROFESSIONAL STAFF
David Boynton
Rena Brown

Tom Danaher
Barbara Forbes
Donna Goodwin
Marie Hansen
Dennis Hughes

Elizabeth Lumsden
Elena Rinonos
Marixa Scott

Joseph Sexton
Samantha Switzer

Debra Williams
CORPORAL
Todd Byers
James Miller

Steven Polonsky
Rodney Rauback

Dahle Roessel
Jeff Schaefer

Jason Vertefeuille
Harold Whatley
 SERGEANTS

Kevin Crane
Richard Cronk
Aaron Elton

Timothy Garrity
Ryan Heffernan

Kelly Meade 
Randy Olson 
Billy Renfro

Keith Sargent
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 LIEUTENANTS
Michael Davis 

Luis Olan
Randy Plumb
 CAPTAINS

James Burchett
Tom Wolfe
 CHIEF

Steven Strachan
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